ADVENT BAGS

These came to our parish from a new parish member from Northern Wisconsin.  They were from a large parish with many shut-ins and this was a gift to their shut-ins.  We are a smaller parish and decided to create Advent Bags for every household.  We do about 120 bags.   It is a lot of work, takes planning and much time.  It is also a lot of fun for those involved in selecting, finding scripture and writing thoughts – not to mention wrapping and packing of the bags.  

The first year we began at Thanksgiving – way too late.  Now we plan beginning in September but that is still pushing.  We do find things throughout the year especially watching for sale items.  We let help us make our selections. In wrapping, we use colored paper for the inserts of scripture and thought.  We have since added questions for conversation and reflection for each item.  We wrap all in white tissue paper as it is cheapest.  We use small return labels for the date the item is to be opened.  Items that are one per household are the easiest.  We wrap those first followed by those requiring household specific numbers (number of items = number of children with or without infants or number of items = total number in household with or without infants).  For example with candy we put in total number in household without infants.  
The cost is hard to gage but perhaps the smallest amount would be $10-$15 per bag.  

We put the bags out beginning two Sundays before 1 Advent.  On 1 Advent we deliver bags that have not been taken home.

Places we shop include

Walgreen sale items such as votive candles for $.10 each. 

Hobby Lobby for all kinds of goodies, they have many Christian items


Crafts stores 


Communication Resources for booklets other meditative items

Amsterdam Printing   www.amsterdamprinting.com    1-800-833-6231

U.S. Toys   www.ustoy.com  1-800-255-6124

Oriental Trading Company   www.orientaltrading.com    1-800-228-2269

The key is to be creative and have fun. And, parish members, young and old love the fun and appreciate being remembered.  Also, purchase items and then create the reflection.  That way you can take advantage of sales.  We seem to begin with a magnet, followed by the candle.
	DAY
	DATE
	ITEM
	# PER BAG

	1
	Nov 28
	Prepare blue magnet
	1

	2
	29
	Slow down calendar
	1

	3
	30
	Whose birthday is it
	1

	4
	Dec 1
	Fishes
	Bag full

	5
	2
	Bells
	1

	6
	3
	Eraser
	1

	7
	4
	Safety pin on burlap
	1

	8
	5
	Nativity felt project
	1

	9
	6
	Foam hands
	1

	10
	7
	Globe ball 
	1

	11
	8
	River stones
	1

	12
	9
	Bird seed
	Bag full

	13
	10
	Fork
	1

	14
	11
	Sheep
	1

	15
	12
	Kazoos
	1

	16
	13
	Pine cone
	1

	17
	14
	Friendship bracelet
	1 per child

	18
	15
	Basket
	1

	19
	16
	Chocolate kisses
	1 per member

	20
	17
	Thank you notes
	1 per member

	21
	18
	Angels
	1

	22
	19
	Butterfly
	1

	23
	20
	Sea shell ornaments
	1

	24
	21
	Ruler
	1

	25
	22
	Clay pot
	1

	26
	23
	Foam star
	1

	27
	24
	Crunch bar
	1 Per member

	28
	25
	Card from us
	1

	
	
	
	


Ideas for next year

Hearts, Soap, Feathers, People, Pearls, Rags, Wash clothes, Mail out Christmas cards, Surprised by hope Romans 13:13 or 15:13 

This is the art and comments we use for the paper we hang on the Advent Bag. We put a mailing label on each bag as well.



[image: image1.wmf]
Please note that you will want to keep this bag out of small hands and pets.

This Advent gift includes small symbols and gifts focusing on Christ and his word.  Starting on the Sunday of 1 Advent (28 November) open one each day.  Each gift is marked to let you know which day to open it.  

As you anticipate the arrival of Christmas, may Christ’s love and presence be real to you in a special way.

God’s blessings,

Deacon Georgia Agner

Mark Flynn, Deacon Candidate

Deacon Nancy Hodge

Birgit Moxon, Parish Nurse
Hazel Red Bird, Deacon Candidate

Priest Joanne Skidmore
PREPARE

Your first gift is a magnet for you to place in a prominent place.  Let it remind you that God calls us to spend this season of Advent preparing our hearts and lives for the coming of Christ Jesus.  

Mary opened her heart to God’s Spirit and said “yes” to the Angel.  During the first Advent, she pondered what she had been told by the Angel regarding her pregnancy:  how this would change her; who her son would be.  

And Mary made a home for God in her heart and life.  

Today we too must prepare for the celebration that is too come:  the coming of Christ Jesus.  We are to ponder in our hearts, making a home for Emmanuel – God with us.  

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”  
Luke 3: 4b

Slow Down Calendar

Advent is a time when we are invited to slow down, to prepare, to wait rather than become absorbed in the frantic, hectic commercialism of the culture this time of year.  Most importantly we are called to remember the season.  May this calendar be a reminder for you.

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”  

Ecclesiastes 3:1


WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT ANYWAY

Amid the noise, it can be hard to remember ‘the reason for the season.’  Maybe something in this will help.

“Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.”  Matthew 1:18

Fish

Like Andrew, Jesus calls us where ever we are and whatever we are doing.  No believer is exempt!!! Sometimes, like with Andrew, we are called to go somewhere else or do something else.  But mostly we are called to follow and to tell others of the Good News.  How might you be called to follow and to tell others about Jesus in your life?  And to help encourage you enjoy these fishes.

“And Jesus said,  ‘Come follow me and I will make you fishers of people.’”  Mark 1:17

BELLS

It is said that when we sing we pray twice:  once with the words, the other with the song.  Let this bell remind you to sing out your praises to God.

“Make a joyful noise unto God all the earth.  Sing the glory of His name.  Give to Him glorious praise.”  Psalm 66: 1-2


ERASER

This eraser is to remind you that Jesus forgives all our sins, no matter how great or small.   Through Jesus’ great love for us, all our sins can be wiped away.  We can start each day with a clean slate!

“God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against us…”

Colossians 2:14

Safety Pin on Fabric

We are to bind ourselves to God, pinning all our hope and trust on our Lord.  And we are to clothe ourselves with God’s love for us.  What clothes do people see you wearing?  May this pin be a reminder for you that you are bound to God through your baptism and your faith.

“Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”

Colossians 3:14

NATIVITY KITS

As we prepare for the birth of Jesus, our Savior, we invite you to spend time creating your own nativity scene.

“But the angel said to the shepherds living in the fields, ‘Do not be afraid; for you see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you:  you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’”  Luke 2:10-12

HANDS

Our hands were created for worshipping God and for serving others.  In this time of Advent, let us remember God’s gift to us of our hands.  Our hands are the only hands God has in this world.  May your hands offer to others God’s love, mercy and generosity.

“Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy.”  Psalm 47:1

GLOBE

While squeezing the globe, say aloud, how and where you will (or might) proclaim the good news in the coming days.

“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news  to the whole creation.”

Mark 16:15

RIVER STONES

River stones gain their shine and smoothness through water moving around them and through their encounters with other stones.  We, as living stones, gain our brightness and smoothness through the waters of baptism and our encounters with one another.

“Come to him, a living stone…and like living stones,  let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood.”

1 Peter 2: 4-5


BIRD SEED

Use this bird seed to help care for God’s creation which is a gift for all.  

“The earth brought forth vegetation:  plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it and God saw that it was good. … So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind.  And God saw that it was good.   God blessed them, saying, ‘be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters and seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’”

Genesis 1:12; 21

Keep Your Fork. 
A woman diagnosed with a terminal illness and was getting her things "in order".  She contacted her pastor to discuss certain aspects of her final wishes. She told him which songs to sing, scriptures to be read, and what outfit to be buried in. The woman also requested to be buried with her favorite Bible. "There's one more thing," she said excitedly, "and this is very important – I want to be buried with a fork in my right hand." 

"That surprises you, doesn't it?" the woman asked. "Well, to be honest, I'm puzzled by the request," said the pastor. The woman explained. "In all my years of attending church socials and potluck dinners, I always remember that when the dishes of the main course were being cleared, someone would inevitably lean over and say, 'Keep your fork'. It was my favorite part because I knew that something better was coming...like velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish apple pie. Something wonderful, and with substance! So, I just want people to see me there in that casket with a fork in my hand and I want them to wonder 'What's with the fork?'. Then I want you to tell them: "Keep your fork....the best is yet to come". The pastor's eyes welled up with tears of joy as he hugged the woman goodbye. She KNEW that something better was coming.

At the funeral people walking by the woman's casket saw the pretty dress she was wearing and her favorite Bible and the fork placed in her right hand. Over and over, the pastor heard the question, “What's with the fork?" And over and over he smiled. During his message, the pastor told the people of the conversation he had with the woman shortly before she died. He also told them about the fork and about what it symbolized to her. The pastor told the people how he could not stop thinking about the fork and told them that they probably would not be able to stop thinking about it either. He was right. So the next time you reach down for your fork, let it remind you oh so gently, that the best is yet to come.

So your faith and love are based on what you hope for, which is kept safe for you in heaven. The gospel keeps bringing blessings and spreading throughout the world…

Colossians 1:5b-6a


SHEEP

Jesus is our shepherd, caring for us and seeking us even when we turn away or wander off.  As our shepherd, he will watch over us and lead us through all that life brings to us.  As his sheep we are to listen to his voice and follow him.

God will take care of his flock like a shepherd; 

he will gather the lambs together and carry them in his arms; 

he will gently lead their mothers.

Isaiah 40:11

KAZOO

Play your kazoo with delight.  God delights in our joy and worship of him, for we are his people.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.

Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.

Know that the Lord is God.  It is he that made us, and we are his;

We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.

Give thanks to him, bless his name.

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, And his faithfulness to all generations.
Psalm 100
0


PINECONE

This pinecone is to remind you of the beauty of nature.  At Christmas time we use God’s gifts of nature to decorate our homes.  The real beauty is what happens in our hearts.  Jesus is the real heart and beauty of Christmas.

“Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 

that is on the surface of all the earth, 

and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you.  

And God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.

Genesis 1: 29, 31

FRIENDSHIP BRACELET

Loneliness is everywhere.  We all need a friend who will be there for us, listen, care and help when needed.  Ask God to show you who needs your friendship.

“There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother [or sister].”

Proverbs 18:24b

BASKETS

When we help others with their burdens and let others help us with ours, our baskets will be lighter.

Help carry one another burdens, 

and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.      Galatians 6: 2

A Candy Kiss

This ‘kiss’ is to remind you that you are loved and that everyone needs a kiss or a hug every day.

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and every one who loves is born of God and knows God.”

1 John 4:7

Send a note of thanks

Dig out your Bible and read the story of the lepers who were healed (Luke 17: 11-19).  

Each of us has been grateful for those who have taught us, supported us, blessed us in many and various ways. Why not write a note to one of these people?  Parents of small children might want to write the note and have the child draw or mark in some way on the card.  Such thoughtfulness and expressions of gratitude will not only bring joy to them, it will do something for our own spirit as well.

ANGEL

Angels are an important part of Christmas, 

they came to the shepherds to announce the birth of Christ.  

They keep watch over us and guide us in all that we do.

“For He will give His angels charge over you, to guard you in all your ways.  They will bear you up in their hands, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone.”

Psalm 91: 11-12

BUTTERFLY

Like the caterpillar that spins a place for something it cannot comprehend or imagine we cannot imagine the new creation we are becoming through our baptism and discipleship.

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

2 Corinthians 5:17

sea shell star

Just as God knows every single star in the heavens, God knows each of us.  Each of us is uniquely created and given gifts to shine forth from us.  

Let your gifts, your light, shine forth brightly.

He determines the number of the stars; 

he gives to all of them their names.  

Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

his understanding is beyond measure.

Psalm 147 4-5

RULER

Who or what do you ‘measure up’ to?  

The world has a lot to say about what people think is important.

Christians can turn to God for standards he thinks are important.

That is where we will find true self-esteem.

“The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

1 Samuel 16:7

CLAY POTS

All that God creates is good and wondrous including ourselves.  God delights in watching us grow in faith and discipleship.  Plant something in this pot that you can delight in watching grow.  

O Lord, you are our Father; 

we are the clay, and you are our potter, 

we are all the work of your hand.

Isaiah 64:8

star

The three wise men, observing a star at its rising, traveled to bring gifts to Jesus, Emmanuel – which means ‘God with us.’  The gifts were precious and very valuable – gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Each was carried in a treasure chest.  What gifts will you offer to Jesus from your treasure chest?

They set out; and there ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and worshipped him. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Matthew 2: 9b - 11


Crunch bar

How often do you crunch down on scripture?  A crunch a day will keep you strong in faith and discipleship!

God, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:  grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and hold fast to the blessed hope of eternal life.

Thomas Cranmer, First Archbishop of Canterbury in the Anglican Church of England

A CHRISTMAS CARD

Christmas cards are a special way of being told that 

“Christ is the Heart of Christmas.”

“For behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you

 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2: 10-11

May you have a blessed and wondrous Christmas, 

wrapped in God’s abundant love for you.

