ADVENT BAGS 2006
These came to our parish from a new parish member from Northern Wisconsin.  They were from a large parish with many shut-ins and this was a gift to their shut-ins.  We are a smaller parish and decided to create Advent Bags for every household.  We do about 120 bags.   It is a lot of work, takes planning and much time.  It is also a lot of fun for those involved in selecting, finding scripture and writing thoughts – not to mention wrapping and packing of the bags.  The first year we began at Thanksgiving – way too late.  Now we plan beginning in September but that is still pushing.  We do find things throughout the year especially watching for sale items.  We let help us make our selections. In wrapping, we use colored paper for the inserts of scripture and thought.  We have since added questions for conversation and reflection for each item.  We wrap all in white tissue paper as it is cheapest.  We use small return labels for the date the item is to be opened.  Items that are one per household are the easiest.  We wrap those first followed by those requiring household specific numbers (number of items = number of children with or without infants or number of items = total number in household with or without infants).  For example with candy we put in total number in household without infants.  The cost is hard to gage but perhaps the smallest amount would be $10-$15 per bag.  We put the bags out beginning two Sundays before 1 Advent.  On 1 Advent we deliver bags that have not been taken home.  Questions?  Contact us at stjohn53105@sbcglobal.net
Places we shop include


Walgreen sale items such as votive candles for 10 cents each. 


Crafts stores such as Hobby Lobby for all kinds of goodies, they have many Christian items


 Communication Resources for booklets other meditative items

Amsterdam Printing   www.amsterdamprinting.com    1-800-833-6231

U.S. Toys   www.ustoy.com  1-800-255-6124

Oriental Trading Company   www.orientaltrading.com    1-800-228-2269

The key is to be creative and have fun. And, parish members, young and old love the fun and appreciate being remembered.  Also, purchase items and then create the reflection.  That way you can take advantage of sales.  We seem to begin with a magnet, followed by the candle.

This is hung on the outside of each bag with the name and address of the specific household.
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This Advent gift includes small symbols and gifts focusing on journeying with God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  May each light your way this Advent.  

Starting on the Sunday of 1 Advent (3 December) open one each day.  Each gift is marked to let you know which day to open it.  

As you anticipate the arrival of Christmas, may Christ’s love and presence be revealed to you in a special way.

God’s blessings, 
Deacon Nancy Hodge


Birgit Moxon, Parish Nurse

Priest Joanne Skidmore
With special thanks to Soul Sisters and Meg Gladkowski for helping with this gift. 

Please note: you will want to keep this bag out of small hands and safe from any pets.
WORDS FOR ADVENT:  Hope, Peace, Pray

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;…and whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:16-17

We can live in the certainty that we have  

God’s gifts of hope, peace and prayer in our lives.

Each household received (randomly) one of these Advent Words.  Read the scripture for that word.

Hope:  Psalm 146

Peace:  Read Colossians 3: 12-15

Pray:  Read 1 Thessalonians 16-19 and Jude verses 20-25

Questions:  Think about this word, what might it look like or feel like or taste like?  Can you recall a time you experienced this word in your life? 

Bonus Questions:  

How do you live out this word in your life?  And in the life of your household or extended family?  And in the world around you?

Of the three words, would you have preferred a different word?  If so, what word and why?

Imagine Question:  What do think God might say about this word?
Advent Calendar for 2006

Advent is a time when we are invited to slow down, to prepare, to wait rather than become absorbed in the frantic, hectic commercialism of our culture this time of year.  

May this calendar be a reminder for you to spend time with God’s word so that you might “hear them, read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them.”  (Prayer for Proper 28, Book of Common Prayer).

Question:  What might you give up this season so that you can prepare your heart and life?

Bonus Question:  what makes it easy or difficult for you to read, study, and inwardly digest God’s word (scripture) every day?

Whimsical Advent Calendar for 2006

Advent is a time when we are invited to slow down, to prepare, to wait rather than become absorbed in the frantic, hectic commercialism of our culture this time of year.  Yet sometimes we can forget that delightfulness is a gift from God.  God didn’t send his Son because he was angry with us but because he loved all of his creation.  

In Proverbs there are a number of references to what delights God.  

“A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, but an accurate weight is his delight.” (11.1)

“Crooked minds are an abomination to the Lord, but those of blameless ways are his delight.”  (11.20)

“Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who act faithfully are his delight.”  (12.22)

“The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his delight.” (15.8)

This calendar is one with a wisp of whimsy.  May it remind you that God delights in all of us and all of his creation when we make time for relationship with him.   

Question:  Name 5 things about yourself that God delights in?

Bonus Question:  what makes it easier or more difficult for you to live so that you delight God?  

ALMOND JOY BAR

This is to remind you that we have the 

Love and the Joy of the Lord in our hearts.

“You will live in my love if you keep my commandments, even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and live in His love.  All this I tell you that my joy may be yours and your joy may be complete.”

John 15: 10-11

Questions:  Have you ever experienced joy?  If so, when was it and what was it like? 

Bonus Questions:  God shared joy with us, putting it in our hearts.  What do you think about God’s joy being in your heart?   How might you share God’s joy with others?  

Bracelets of God’s Word

"And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might. Take to heart these instructions with which I charge you this day. Impress them upon your children. Recite them when you stay at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you get up. Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them serve as a frontlet between your eyes.”    Deuteronomy 6:5-8
This bracelet is give to be like a Tefillin which are two small black boxes with black straps attached to them; Jewish men are required to place one box on their head and tie the other one on their arm each weekday morning. The word Tefillin is commonly translated as "phylacteries," though the Hebrew term is more often used.   This information is from the Virtual Jewish Library (vitualjewishlibary.org).

Question:  Your bracelet comes with one word of faith.  What does this word mean for you?  What might it say about how you are to live your life?  

CANDLE

This candle is to remind us that we carry the light of Jesus Christ with us.  

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.  … No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5: 14-16.

Question:  Where do you let the light of Jesus Christ shine out in your life?  Where might you be hiding it under a bushel basket?

Candle wrap

As we prepare for Emanuel, God is with us, we are preparing for the birth of Christ.  There is no greater gift of love that we can ever receive. As a baby, Mary wrapped Jesus in bands of cloth and laid him in a manager.  (Luke 2:7).  

Place this around your candle so that you might see the light of Christ shine forth reminding you of God’s hope, peace, joy and love.

Just as Jesus was wrapped so gently and lovingly by Mary, and just as your candle is wrapped in this holder, may you be wrapped in God’s embrace.   And may you, as you travel through this season, know God’s hope, peace, joy and love.

Question:  Pick one word from the four words for the Sunday’s in Advent:  hope, peace, joy and love.  What do you like about the word?  What do you imagine when you hear the word?

Bonus Question:  How might you offer to others God’s _______?  (fill in the word you selected).

A CHRISTMAS CARD

Christmas cards are a special way of being told that 

“Christ is the Heart of Christmas.”

“For behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you

 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2: 10-11

May you have a blessed and wondrous Christmas, 

wrapped in God’s abundant love for you.

Sharing Christ’s Light with Others

Christmas Card for Mailing

In this season we are called to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others.  That Good News is the gift of God’s mercy, hope and abundant love for us.  It’s the gift of Christ’s light in the world.  In this time of allowing Christ’s light to light our way, you are invited to extend that same light to others.  

“Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.  Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains; your judgments are like the great deep; you save humans and animals alike, O Lord.  How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.  They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your delights.  For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. “     Psalm 36:  5-9
Question:  Is there someone, human or animal, you would like to extend Christ’s light into their life?  Choose someone you might not otherwise send a Christmas card and send a card to them.   Reflect on why you choose this person or animal.  

CROSS KIT

For Christians, the cross is a sign of God’s radical forgiveness of our sins through the death of his Son, Jesus Christ, and a sign of hope and power to have the courage to go forth to serve in God’s name.

In this time of Advent, when we are preparing for the birth of this child who will forever change the world, we should remember where the path will lead … to a cross and death … to the empty tomb and new life.  Over and over in scripture, Jesus invites his disciples and us, to follow, to take up our cross and follow him.

A hymn:  The Summons

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?  Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.  Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.  In your company I’ll go, where you love and footsteps show.  Thus I’ll move and live and grown in you and you in me.*   
Question:  What is your reaction or thoughts to the words from the hymn?  Where are you challenged?

Bonus Question:  How might Jesus Christ be calling you to follow today?  In the future?

*Words by John L Bell, Iona Community, GIA Publications. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703524

Fish

“And Jesus said, 

‘Come follow me and I will make you fishers of people.’”

Mark 1:17

Like the disciples, Jesus calls us where ever we are and whatever we are doing.  No believer is exempt!!!  We are called to follow and to tell others of the Good News.  However, as Bishop Steven pointed out, we often are like fisher people who go to the shore to fish, taking with us a small fish bowl which we place near the water’s edge and then stepping back, we wait for fish to jump into the bowl.  

Questions:  How might you be called to follow?  What might Jesus be calling you to fish?

Bonus Question:  How might you tell others about Jesus in your life?  

LIGHTING THE WAY

Your first gift is a magnet for you to place in a prominent place.  Let it remind you that God calls us to spend this season of Advent preparing our hearts and lives for the coming of Christ Jesus, the light of the world.  

Jesus Christ lights the way for us, bringing light into the darkness of our lives and the world.   

“In the beginning was the Word, and Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”  John 1: 1-5

Question:  What does it mean to you that Jesus is the light shining in the darkness?

Bonus Questions: How do you or have you experienced the light of Christ in your life? How have you seen the light of Christ in the world?

PRETZELS

This is to remind you that when you feel ‘tied up in knots’, frustrated or unraveled, that our faith in God keeps us together and gives us hope.  

He is our strength and our salvation.

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the defense of my life; whom shall I dread?

Wait for the Lord; be strong and let your heart take courage;

Yes, wait for the Lord.”

Psalm 27: 1, 14

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, 

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  I will say to the Lord, 

“My refuge and my fortress, my God in whom I trust.”

Psalm 91: 1-2

Question:  When you are tied up in knots, how might you turn to God for strength and hope?  

Bonus Questions:  Have you ever turned to God when you were tied up in knots?  What did you experience?

RAINBOW

In the story of Noah and the flood, after they have again found land, God says:  “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:  I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh….”  Genesis 9:12 - 15

The rainbow is a reminder for God of the promise he made to Noah to never again destroy all of creation.  While God made the bow to be a reminder for him, it is also a reminder for us of God’s gift of creation.  In Sirach, one of the books of the apocrypha (books between the time of the Hebrew Scriptures and the Christian Scriptures), we hear, “look at the rainbow, and praise him who made it; it is exceedingly beautiful in its brightness.  It encircles the sky with its glorious arc; the hands of the Most High have stretched it out.”  Sirach 43:11-12 

Questions:  When you see a rainbow, what do you notice?  Have you ever thought about God when you have seen one?  If so, what were your thoughts or feelings?

Bonus Question:  Imagine seeing a rainbow, how might you give praise God?  What might you say to God?

Bonus Question:  Why might God need a reminder of his covenant with us?

RIVER STONES

River stones gain their shine and smoothness through water moving around them and through their encounters with other stones.  As they tumble through the water and against each other, their rough edges and jagged points are made smoothed.  As living stones, God gives us our brightness and smoothness through the waters of baptism, through our encounters with one another and through the tumbling in the bubbling and turbulent waters of life.

“Come to him, a living stone…and like living stones, 

let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, 

to be a holy priesthood.”

1 Peter 2: 4-5

Question:  How are you like a living stone?  How has God smoothed out your rough edges and jagged points?

Imagine Question:  Imagine being a rough and jagged stone tossed into turbulent and rock filled waters.  What might that be like?

RUBBER BAND

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

Romans 8:28

A rubber band reminds us to be flexible!  This can happen when we put our trust in God.  But not all rubber bands are flexible.  If you ever have come across an old one or one that has been stretched out and then tried to use it, it will either break or fall apart.  Without trust in God we become brittle rubber bands, we break, we crumble, we are unable to do what God calls us to do.  With trust in God, we can be flexible so that God can work and shine through us.

Questions:  What might a flexible rubber band person be like?  What might a brittle rubber band person be like?  

Bonus Question:  Are you more like a flexible rubber band or a brittle rubber band?  

Sand Dollar

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord,

Praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,

Praise him, and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord O springs of water, seas and streams,

O whales and all that move in the waters,

Praise him and highly exalt him for ever.-


Song of Creation, Morning Prayer II, 


Book of Common Prayer, pgs, 88-89
God made all creatures to sing praises to their creator.  Look at the unique beauty and design of the sand dollar.  God took great care when creating this sea urchin.  Just imagine the care God took in creating you.  

Questions:  How do you praise God?  

Bonus Question:  What is unique in you?  What do you see as unique in those around you?

Send a note of thanks

Dig out your Bible and read the story of the lepers who were healed (Luke 17: 11-19).  

Each of us has been grateful for those who have taught us, supported us, blessed us in many and various ways.  Yet often, many of us are more like the nine who didn’t say ‘thank you.’

Questions:  

Have you ever had someone send you a thank you when it was unexpected, completely ‘out of the blue’’?  If so, what was it like?  

Who is someone you might surprise with a thank you?  What would you thank that person for?

Why not write a note to that person and share your thanks with them? Parents of small children might want to write the note and have the child draw or mark in some way on the card.  Such thoughtfulness and expressions of gratitude will not only bring joy to them, it will do something for our own spirit as well.

Stained Glass Ornament

“Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your name.  I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name forever.”

Psalm 86: 11-12

Stained glass windows were created to tell the many stories of the Bible and of the Saints in times when many people could not read.  Colors took on specific meanings as did various symbols.  All helped people know their story as the people of God.  May this ‘stained glass’ ornament help you know that same story.  

Question:  In looking at the ornament, what Bible story, teaching or saint comes to mind and why?

Bonus Question:  While the colors in your ornament do not have particular meaning, what do you see in the colors or how do they ‘speak’ to you?

Sticky Hand

Some of you may recall a song from long ago that included the phrase “I’m stuck on you.”  

In baptism we are sealed and marked as Christ’s own forever.  In that way, we are stuck together with God and with the Body of Christ.  And as the Body of Christ, we are to share with everyone God’s love and care for all of creation.  We are to be Christ’s hands in the world

May this sticky hand remind you of your call in ministry to be stuck on God and to be God’s hands in the world.

Questions:  How are you more of a sticky hand than a silicone hand (one that sticks to nothing)?  

Bonus Question:  On each sticky hand is a long rope.  Why should our hands be like that?

Imagine Question:  Imagine what it might be like to be “stuck on to God.”  What might that feel like or look like?  


TOOTHPICK

This toothpick is to remind us to pick out the good qualities in others!

“Do not judge lest you be judged yourselves.  For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it shall be measured to you.”

Matthew 7: 1-2

Questions:  Has anyone ever judged you based upon your failings?  Think of a time that it happened.  How did it feel?  Did you handle it well or poorly?  

Have you ever pick out someone’s less than good qualities?  If so, what do you do with those judgments?  How do you feel about your thoughts and/or actions?

Bonus Questions:  How do you want God to judge you?  Are you willing to judge others in the same way?
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