Household Ritual
Preparing the home for Christmas

Advent is a time of waiting and preparing yet it seems that Christmas so often takes over Advent.  It can be helpful to find ways that remind us to take time, to wait, to prepare.  In doing so we can create wonderful traditions that speak not only of family but of faith.  Please note, these are not my personal ideas, rather they come from stories of friends.
One way might be to intentionally use the Christmas tree as a reminder.  Rather than putting it up all at once one could spread it out over the season of Advent.  These are but some possibilities … there are many, many others.  Encourage people to be creative.
First Sunday in Advent – put up the tree and the tree skirt 

There is a wonderful simplicity to the tree that we usually don’t see through all the decorations and wrapped presents.  One might read the story of the Three Trees or a story of creation.  One could give thanks for God’s creation.  
Second Sunday in Advent – put on the lights

There is a wondrous beauty to a tree with sparkling lights.  It is like stars shining brightly.  One might go outside and gaze at the stars.
Third Sunday in Advent – put on ornaments

The ornaments add to the growing anticipation of Christmas and the gift of the Christ child.  Jesus came to be in relationship with the world, to journey with us.  Some ornaments just might have stories behind them of people or events.  One might share some of these stories as the ornaments are unwrapped and hung.
Fourth Sunday in Advent – put out gifts
Gifts tell us Christmas is very near.  One might read a faith based story about God’s many gifts to us.   
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