Lent 2008 bags

Need bags

Tissue to wrap items in

Open on XX labels

Ash Wednesday 
Bag Card (see end of file for the card)

Hung from outside handles of bags using twine.  It includes the household name and address to make delivering easier.  We do put these out prior to Lent but then deliver those not picked up.

Purple felt cloth about 10x12.  Can purchase pre-cut at Joann Fabrics
ERD reflection

ERD coin box

ERD prayer card
Jay Sidebotham Lent calendar from Morehouse Church Resources, 800-242-1918
Lent 1 
Stick and rock 

The sticks are from Michael’s and the rocks are not river rocks but rough rocks from a local nursery.
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Walking in the footsteps of Jesus

First Sunday in Lent

“For God shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.”   Psalm 91: 11

In this Sunday’s Gospel we hear that Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit where he faced temptation.  Where he faced challenges both – physically and spiritually.  Imagine walking and sleeping in the wilderness, a place with many stones and dry, barren land.  

Today, we are called to follow in Jesus’ footsteps even when we are in the wilderness.  Jesus leads us to barren and rocky places to challenge us.  But even in the wilderness, we know we are not alone.  Jesus has been there before and is with us now.  

May this walking stick remind you of your call to follow Jesus.  May this stone remind you that Jesus is with you as companion and guide in the rocky places in your journey.

How do you imagine the wilderness the Holy Spirit led Jesus into?  Do you think it was hard for Jesus to go into the wilderness?  Do you think Jesus even considered giving into temptation?  

Can you recall a time when you followed in Jesus’ footsteps?  What made it easy or hard to follow?  

Can you recall a time of wilderness in your life?  What was it like?  Were you aware that God was with you or not?  

Lent 2 
Foam hearts from Oriental Trading
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Walking in the footsteps of Jesus

Second Sunday in Lent

“You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.”  Your face, Lord, will I seek.”  Psalm 27:10

We hear in the Sunday collect (gathering prayer) “Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word…”

This Lent, we are invited to hear God’s voice in our heart and to seek the face of God.  Yet it can be hard to seek and hard to hear.  So much gets in the way, other things to seek and other things to hear.  So many distracting noises and images compete with God’s voice and face. Yet if we want God to know us, we need to be open and available to knowing God, to seeking God’s voice and face.

May this heart remind you to listen for God’s voice and to seek God’s face.

Do you think that the collect is mostly for those who aren’t in church or for those in church as well?  How might the collect speak to you and to your life, if at all?  

Do you Jesus had it easy when it came to listening to God?  What did Jesus do that might have made it easier for him to hear God in the busyness of his life?

How do you seek God in your life?  What keeps you from hearing and seeing God?  What might help you seek God’s face or hear God’s voice?  
Lent 3 
Walking with Jesus pencils, Oriental Trading 
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Walking in the footsteps of Jesus

Third Sunday in Lent

“With my whole heart I seek you; do not let me stray from your commandments, I treasure your word in my heart so that I may not sin against you.”  Psalm 119: 10-11

[The Lord said] “I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”  Jeremiah 31: 33b

Jeremiah was writing to the people during a time when many had turned away from their covenant with God and embraced the culture surrounding them.  They were failing to live a life of faith in their daily lives. They had turned to gods of the culture.  They had embraced greed and worldly ways.  For him, this was a spiritual struggle with God.  

This Lent, we are invited to open our ears and hearts to hear God’s law.  For it is in letting God write on our hearts, we become God’s people and can walk more faithfully with Jesus.  

May this pencil remind you to be open to God writing on your heart.   

How might our time be like the time of Jeremiah?  Is it hard to turn away from things in our world that are counter to God’s laws?   When you hear the call to learn and live God’s laws, how do you react?  

How might one be open to God writing on their heart?  What are some things that would block God from reaching the heart to write on?  

What is one thing you might do to be more open to hearing God’s word and letting it be written in your heart? 

Lent 4 
Packets of sandal candies from Oriental Trading
Walking in the footsteps of Jesus

Fourth Sunday in Lent

“For you have delivered my soul from death, and my feet from falling, so that I may walk before God in the light of life.” 
Psalm 56:13
“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”  Romans 6: 3-4

Throughout scripture, people were being invited to walk with God, to follow Jesus, to walk in the light and the way.  For Christians, what makes it possible to walk in the footsteps of Jesus is our baptism where we are marked as Christ’s own forever.  But walking in way of Jesus is not easy for most of us.  We wander off the path, we get distracted.  We even at times take a different path or turn around and go back towards where we came from.  Yet Jesus, over and over calls us to follow in his footsteps so that we might walk in light, so that we might taste the sweetness of God’s love for us.  May these sandals remind you to walk in Jesus’ footsteps.

As you think of the disciples following Jesus when he was on earth, what stories do you remember?  How did they struggle to walk in Jesus’ footsteps?  Do you think it was easier for them since they were in his presence?

As you think of your footsteps, when was one time you walked in Jesus’ footsteps?  What was that like?  How did it feel?  What about a time where you might have wandered off the path?  What was that like?  How did it feel?  What helped you realize you were wandering and bring you back?

Lent 5 
Craft kit of church from Oriental Trading
Walking in the footsteps of Jesus

Fifth Sunday in Lent

“Draw your Church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together following our Lord Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving him in his mission to the world, and together witnessing to his love on every continent and island.”

New Zealand Book of Common Prayer

Jesus called his disciples into a life formed around community.  A life bound together with others in worship, prayer and the breaking of bread; in service and in ministry.  We live in a time when being an intimate part of the Body of Christ often gets set aside for other things.  Yet God waits patiently for his children to return to a life of faith in community.

May this church craft be a reminder that all of us are called to be part of the living Body of Christ.  We are called to gather together for worship and ministry.  And we are called to build a church where love dwells and flows forth into God’s world.

What are some memories of church in your life?

How have you, if ever, experienced God’s love and presence in the church?

How have you helped God’s love flow into the world?

What might you do to help love dwell and flow forth more in the church?

Palm Sunday 
Nail – we used nails from Menards that are more rectangular.  They look like they come times of old. 
Walking in the footsteps of Jesus

Palm Sunday

Today we travel with Jesus as he enters Jerusalem and as he journeys to the cross on Good Friday.  We heard the story from the Gospel of Matthew (26:14 - 27:66).  In it we hear of Jesus being stripped and mocked.  A small piece of the story in Matthew is about Simon of Cyrene who was made by the Roman soldiers to carry the cross of Jesus up the hill to Golgotha (The Place of the Skull).  We know little about Simon of Cyrene other than he was forced to walk in Jesus’ footsteps, carrying the cross.  

As Christians, Jesus invites us over and over to pick up the cross and carry it.  Yet how often do we willingly pick it up?  We might too busy or have more important things to pick up and carry.  Perhaps we are too tired from the stresses and tasks of life.  Perhaps we believe we “don’t have what it takes.”  

May this cross be a reminder that we are all asked to pick up the cross and carry it.

Imagine being Simon of Cyrene.  How might you have reacted when the Roman soldiers told you to carry the heavy cross?  What might you have said, if anything, to Jesus as you trudged or walked up the hill?  What might you have been thinking?  How might you react today if Jesus were to ask you to carry a cross?

In this coming week, as we prepare for the Great Easter Vigil where we renew our baptismal promises, take time with each of the promises.  These promises are our covenant with God.  Spend time each day with one of the promises.  What do you hear that challenges you?  What might God be writing in your heart as you read the promises?  

The promises:

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
Good Friday 

Wooden Cross from Jerusalem 
Walking in the footsteps of Jesus

Good Friday
“For to this you have been called, Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one judges justly.  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.”



1 Peter 2: 21, 23-24

Jesus in his death on the cross bears our wounds, our brokenness, our sinfulness so that we might receive God’s mercy, forgiveness and life eternal.  Yet how often do we think of our sins (in thought, word or deed) as wounds to Jesus Christ?  How often do we see that we too participate, in some mysterious way, in wounding God when we fail to live a life of faith, when we fail to honor our baptismal promises?  Put another way, God’s heart breaks with disappointment when we fail to honor God , God’s people, and God’s creation.

May this nail remind you that our brokenness pierces God’s heart and hurts God.  Yet God forgives us before we even seek forgiveness.  God’s mercy is abundant.

What are some of the big ways someone might wound God?

What are some of the little every day ways someone might wound God?

When you sin, how do you picture God’s reaction?

A prayer for Good Friday from the New Zealand, Book of Common Prayer.

We have wounded love, O God, heal us.

We stumble in the darkness.

Light of the world transfigure us.

We forget that we are your home.

Spirit of God, dwell in us.

Easter  Butterfly stained glass symbol of new life 
Purchased from Oriental Trading, will need to paint them with stained glass paint



Walking in the footsteps of Jesus

Easter

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.”  2 Corinthians 5:17

 “Through the Paschal mystery we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life.”  (The Book of Common Prayer, Easter Vigil).  Caterpillars weave a cocoon and crawl into it not knowing what it will bring.  They     

go into their cocoons never expecting to come out of it transformed from one way of life into a completely different way of life.  Just as caterpillars enter into new life through their death to their old self, we in baptism die to new life in Christ.  In baptism, we are transformed from one way of life, a life centered on self, into a new life centered on and in Christ Jesus. 

May this butterfly be a reminder of your transformation in baptism and being marked as Christ’s own forever.

Do you think caterpillars have any idea why they are weaving their cocoons or what will happen to them?  If you were a caterpillar, what might your reaction be when you came out of the cocoon you wove?
Have you ever been in worship where someone was baptized?  If so, what do you remember about it?  

Do you remember your baptism or stories about it?

Ideas for future years:

Alleluia cross craft kit – not this year
Bar of soap – wash, cleanse
New leaf – new life
Seed package – not this year
Alleluia stained glass Easter proclamation
Outside card for bag done on legal size so can fit two cards per sheet
	For Ash Wednesday:  there is a purple cloth, 

a Lenten Calendar, a booklet of reflections 

and an Episcopal Relief and Development  giving box for you to use.  

Your Lenten giving box can be a place you put your spare change for the day or some other amount.  At Easter Vigil and on Easter Sunday you are invited to bring your box to church and we will bless them and send the gifts to Episcopal Relief and Development.  

To learn more about ERD you can check out 

our website at www.stjohnthedivine.com 

or there is information on the table at the entrance to Healy Hall.  


	
  Walking in the footsteps of Jesus



	
	Here is your Lenten Bag to help you as your journey with Jesus and his disciples to Jerusalem and to the cross and the empty tomb.  

This begins with Ash Wednesday and each Sunday of Lent there is a small gift for you to reflect upon.  There are a variety of questions you are invited to use throughout the week.

You are invited to find a place, perhaps where you eat or in your living room, for your symbols as you unwrap them.  In doing so, you will encounter them over and over.  In doing so, they will become a part of you and your journey of faith.            

For parents of children, you will need to help them understand this story by assuring them that God’s love is what is most important and that this season is a time to think about how we live our life in response to this wonderful gift of love.                                                        

(over)
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